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‘The Church of The Holy Fawily, Cahokia, St. Clair County,

Illinois.

by Otis Winn, Murphysboro, Illinmois, April 1934

The Mission wae established and maintained by miesion=-

-aries from the Seminary of Foreign Miesione located at Que-

beo, Canede. This Seminary was founded by LAVAL, iis f_ii'at

_ bishop, and its formation and work wae 1napiréﬁ. ead patterned

after the Seminary of Foreign Mieeions in Paris, Frmoe, where
L.&VAL recelived his re].i.giaus traininge. |

The first of their olergymen sent from tho. Mission to fho_
Indian Villeges at Cahokia was Father JOHN BERGER.  He ar-

rived in the summer of 1694 and soon after got intb éiffioulty :

_ with the Indian Medioine Men and died.

- Father JEAN FRA.NGOIS BUSSION DE ST, GOSME was tho first
of i;ho Fathers of the Foraign Hissions to .astabl_iah the per-~
manent mission of the TAMAROIS (Indian tribes: of the grﬁué
of fzribes known as the Illinois) known since as tho'l[ise.io.n '
of the Holy Femily Church and located in what afterwards be=
came and still remains es Cahokia. On December 7, 1.699 he
and his companions afrivéd at the vﬂill'&gQ of the TAMAROIS,
and celebrated et their mess on the 8th of December, the |
Feast of The Immaculate Conception. They dpparted the some
day foi- the 10!0':' iesiseifpi. Fether ST. CGSHE roturned to

the TAMAROIS villago & short time later and establishod ‘tho
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Mission. The exact date 1s not recorded, but ie known to be:

either on the lsst days of 1699 or by Spring. of 1700.

The villege at the time was as large as Quebec and the

largest Indian Village encountersd by the missionaries.

Availabls reocords indicats that ST. COSME'S authorita-

tive successor was Father DOMINEC MARY VARLET, s doctor of

the Sﬁrbonne. He arrived probsbly in 1712, and was a zealous

and laboricus missionary for nearly six years. Working with

VARLET at ths same time and place was Fether PHILLIP BOUCEER.

Following Fathers VARLET and BOUCHER were Fethers DOMINEC

THAUMURE DE LA SOURCE eand L. MERCIER. Their service at Ce

hokia began about 1?19 and likely ended shortly before 1739

_bsocause by that dete Father CHARLEVOIX, a Sulpitisn Priest

wag pastor of and in oharge of the ldission..

Avsileble records reveal that the following priests

were ih charge.of the Cahokia Mission:

In the year 1740, Father LAWRANT;

"

]

1

"

n

"

"

1764,
1784,
1787,
1790,
1792,

1793,

1797,

1799,

1806,

Father FORGET

Father BERNARD

Father P. DEVRINS
Father GIBRAULT
Father LEDU

Fether LAVADOUX, V. G.
-Father LUSSON

Father OLIVER

Father DONATIAN OLIVER



In the year 1807, Fathar J. B. DIDIER
m ®m % 1810, Fathsr M. JOS. DURAND

® M m 1810, Father URBAN GILLE?

" " " 1812, Father SAVINE
" % n 1826, Father noﬁ-. LAMBIER
" w % 1837, Father J. A. LUTZ
" % % 1828, Pather SAUSSOIR
At this time (1828) Cshokia mmbered 160 farilies or a-
bout 800 peréops. | - |

Following Father SAUSSOIR oceme Father DONTRELIGNE, s

" member of the LAZARIST Fathers from the barrens in Missouri.

His suoccessor was Father LOISEL after whoss-death Father
DONTRELIGNE returned to Cahokia. Ho established snother
churoh at CENTREVILLE STATION (about six miles from.BELL_E-
VILLE) and later established his rssidence there. His éucées«
aoi‘ as pastor of the Cshokia Church was Father LANDRY from Cea~
pada, who disd in 1878. LANDRY was followed by Father KEM-
PER, who at the time my latest availaﬁle document was written
in 1881 was in charge of both the CAHOKIA and CENTREVILLE Bﬁ.— ;
TION ohurohes.

In the swvafleble documents, nc desoription of the ohurch
bullding has been found. However PERICAUT desoribes & few de-
tails of ths Indlan Missionary house of worship loocated at |
Kaskaskla in 1712, and from the .p.resan'b Form of the G_a.hoiﬁis
chureh and its indications of its former foz;m the two shurchs

were likely quite zimdlaer in form end construotion. Acaording
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to PENICAUT "They havé in their villsge a large chursch in \ -
which there i# = beptismal font. This church is véry neat

withins there are ..three Chapels, one in the middle and two on

the sides. They have a belfrey with a ‘beil in it."

Of the present Holy Family 0ld church building, only s
small portion of the originael remains. It is that portion a«
bout the present stege whioh was formerly the mpae. The con=-
struction of this portion of the building is of & kind typioal
to the early Frenoh pioneers and is known as "palisade”  be-
oeuss of the peculiar wall construotion which consisted of
posts or dfes_sed .-l:;.i_rmbora plantad firmly in the ground end in
s line, with -spaoes- left betwsen each up-right member. The
T_oi._ds were later filled with e mixture of olay and chopped
siﬁmﬁ. The corners were firmly braced by inclined members and
the wall ﬁs then given many ooats of white wesh both inside
and outside, until a rough plaster-like ocoeting was. formed.
Originally. 'Ehe roof, following the usuel early French practioe
was likely of thatch end quite steep.

From present indications of ita past form the building
likely consisted of a nave and apse snd two chapels forming s
crueiform plan. There might originelly have besn a narthex
or vestibule and possibly a sacristy behind the epse. How=-
ever the samcristy aseems to have been added later mnd the front
or north portion is so altered that its original form cannct

be definitely determined upon. At one time there was an open



belfry over the north end of the mle.in-build_ing and & covered
porch with slender columns proteoting the front_(north) on-

trance. The belfry has been removed and the poroh sealed,

forming an enoclosed vestibule. The bei_l of the old church is
now used in the new church building.

Origirpally the walle of all of the building were undoubt=
edly of “paliﬁade"" sonstruction. At present the building is
of frame construction and haes & metal roof. The roof trusses -
appesr to be similar in oonmstruction %0 those being built in
this looality about 1800. Some of these trusses were nc doubt
made at en earlier date. Some are replacenent t_;rﬁases negoes~ .
sitated by damsge to the building by fire. |

At present the building is used as a Commnity houses
The neve now serves as the—huditorium; the _aﬁse has beoome the
stege; the ssoristy has been transformed .j.nto 8 kitohen and
the ohapels asre used for storage spece.

It is impossible to estimate the. influence whioh this in-
stitution hes hed upon the development of ﬁhe ﬂddle west. Tho
it appears small now, it was in its early life the center of a
great transformation and the opening wedge of our oivilizatiom
in to & ploneer oountry.

Very little is recorded in aveilable doouments regerding
the construotion end ohanges of the building itself, though

mioh is told of its influwenoe.

References: "Valley of The l&iss_iﬁs;ippi"

by Monette.
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Rpferences: rransactions of the Illincis State

Historical Society."™ No. 13 - 1908
pages 255—24ﬁ

"Trensections of the Illinois State
Eistoriosl Sooiety." ¥No. 31 - 1924
pages  T1-78-92

"History of St. GClair County™ by Brink,
¥e bonough Co. (Publishers) year 1881
ﬁAtlaSG of Illinois" year 1876

"Illinois Catholic Historicel Review"
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Church of the Holy Family HABS No., IL-25-6 J -
State Route 157
Cahokla
St. Clair County
Illinocis

PHOTOGRAPHS

Historic American Buildings Survey
National Park Service
Department of the Interior’
Washington, D.C. 20240
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY .
 State Route 157 (H&;{}mﬁtgﬁ%wggﬁj

Cahokia

St. Clair County
I1linois
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L CHUREH O THE HUY FAaMILY

CipHerly Family Parishy o o
114 Churech Street Sige fayis w7y

TCatokia - .
Se, CDlair Tounty
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